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Abstract

Under the globalization movement, English is no more a foreign language but
a lingua franca - it’s the most common way of international communication.
Mastering the English language has become an important skill of job market
requirements.

This First part of article will provide an overview of current researches
focusing on academic and market survey of present English proficiency
standard of general college students. Then, the article will examine on the
TOEIC test result — an English proficiency test taken by the students of the
College of Management of MUST on March 26, 2008 to identify the
problems the students encountered. The gap between students performance
and the recruitment’s needs is substantial and will acquire a carefully plan to
bridge the difference.

Finally, notions must be changed, steps must be taken and gaps must be

bridged. Here are some suggestions to improve the English proficiency of
Management Students of MUST:

1. English is a communication skill that is fundamental to the success to
other professional skills.

2. A carefully planned, College based, student oriented English curriculum is
needed.

3. Detailed course syllabuses and goals need to be laid out as teaching

guideline.

Placement test is needed to group students for adaptive teaching.

English Proficiency as graduation threadhold needs to be set to maximize

the student motivation.

6. Routine overall Proficiency test to examine the overall performance
progress.

7. Relevant English-speaking activities such as word-spelling, presentation or
singing contests are encouraged.

a s

Key words:
lingua-franca, learning motivation, English proficiency, English proficiency test, TOEIC,
course planning, job market requirements, recruitment needs, graduation threadhold
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