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English Abstract

This project, “Acquiring Accurate Pronunciation by Singing English
Love Songs,”aimed at encouraging learners to practice their speaking skills
both in and out of their English class and helping them have positive self-
Images toward themselves by implementing a theme-based curricular
planning syllabus. According to Gardner’s socio-educational model of
second language acquisition, variables of success are associated with factors
that are social, biological and experiential. Besides studying differences of
individual intelligence of the students, researchers have investigated the
relationships between language aptitude, language attitudes and motivation.
Lessening learners’ language anxiety and guiding them to use right learning
strategies are crucial for motivating self-regulatory learners to go further in
studying a foreign language. Through singing English love songs, they have
learned to pronounce English phrases correctly, dared to communicate with
their partners in English, and developed their self-image by translating their
Taiwan experiences into an English learning experience. The teaching
methodology combined Gardner’s socio-educational model with goal-setting
theory and self-worth theory. The goals of the project were mainly to
organize interesting learning tasks to heighten the motivation of English
learners, reinforce the mechanism of self-learning autonomy and improve
the educational standards of vocational education. In this year’s
experimental study on General English, participants were expected to join in
a reading club to read authentic love stories and short stories with gender
related themes. Gender equality and love relationships among characters
were discussed in detail. After reading activities, they spent four weeks in
the English Self-Learning Center to listen to CDs for the texts related to
Valentines’ Day and other festivals in different countries. It is believed that
innovation in EFL curriculum design will deepen students’ self-directed
strategies, reinforce their practice skills and help them gain confidence in
their linguistic performance.

Keywords: theme-based approach, goal-setting theory, self-worth theory,

socio-educational model, self-directed strategies
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Introduction

In the 21% century, knowledge about globalization and localization can stimulate
language learners’ acquisition in cultivating theirbusiness skills. Tonkin (2003)
indicates that new globalized networks and institutions can be accessed by fortunate
people who are successful English learners and in this way they can accumulate their
personal wealth and success in their career development (p. 322).

Nowadays EFL language learners in Taiwan are lucky to be able to use the
Internet connections to develop their four skills and even acquire situational
knowledge by watching online videos. They can find out useful links, such as
Wikipedia, dictionary.com and even youtube.com to study English. Thus, one of the
important tasks in this research was to find some interesting love songs and help them
to find the visual images in the website, youtube.com. Furthermore, they were
expected to find some interesting texts about romantic stories. This task-based project
was helpful for them to understand more about gender relationships and even make
plans for their career development. In the future, they can have an interview with their
family members or friends to figure out the multiple channels for communication.

Literature Review

Nuttall (1996) reveals that logical thinking helps learners acquire knowledge and
improve their achievements and success in learning languages. The most important of
all is that there is a big difference between “helping students to learn and testing”
(p.35). In order to raise students’ awareness of the advantages of studying English as a
lingua franca, facilitators can encourage them in class by demonstrating or even
clarifying cultural differences between the Chinese and English speakers. For reading
activities, they can choose proper texts for them to practice their reading strategies and
even cultivate their critical thinking skills.

Watson (2004) reminds us of the origin of the wordglobalization from the
definition in the Oxford English Dictionary. In1986, it was defined to be relative to
international relationships. It has connections with mass media and even food industry
among nations in different regions. Owing to different treaties, Taiwan has exported
goods to other nations and at the same time has imported goods from other countries.
Nowadays, EFL learners have known some brands or even used their products in their
daily lives.



Each one has been highly influenced by the development of globalization in
different degrees. The most crucial is the effect of information technology. Everyone
can surf the Internet to find useful information they need. Thus, learners have become
more autonomous in digesting information. In comparison with those who learned
languages in the 19" century or the 20" century, modern language learners have more
opportunities to be successful.

Gardner (2004) points out the significances of different degrees of globalization on
different regions in the world. Living in Taipei, the local people have their own
definition of being citizens in the city. This definition must be different from those
who live in the counties of other parts of Taiwan. No doubt, there are more foreigners
in cities, such as Taipei, Taoyuan and even Chungli.City dwellers have more chances
to practice their English than those who live in the countryside areas. In our learning
environment, some students are shy to speak out. They don’t dare to express their own
ideas in English. They need more encouragement from their teachers and classmates.
Thus, they don’t practice English listening and speaking skills at all.

Suarez-Orozco(2004) pays attention to the continuous process of self-awareness.
Owing to the development of computer science and other mass media connections,
people can contact with each other easily. In comparison with foreign students,
Taiwanese students have spent more time in using line, Fb and even the e-mailing
systems. Thus this kind of continuous interactions makes them neglect listening and
speaking skills. Maira (2004) mentions that the young generation has been influenced
by theories of capitalism and economic development in their countries. For these
young people, money speaks louder than words, but they don’t value English skills
very highly. They are satisfied with their communication modes with their classmates
at school. They are used to speaking Chinese, so they don’t think it is important for
them to be skillful English speakers.

Research Questions

The research questions for this project were: how can teachers motivate
students’ to study English further, and how can they lower their anxiety in the English
class? Battro (2004) emphasizes the links between globalization and localization by
saying that “in a sense, the education of future generations will entail trade-offs not
only between quality and quantity but also between global and local issues™ (p.78).
Globalization in higher education has become an obvious trend in these recent 10
years, so there are more foreign students at Minghsin University of Science and



Technology. They come from different regions. Most of them are from Asia, but only
very few of them from Europe. To help students acquire their English skills is quite
crucial for promoting globalization in the campus. Without positive communication,
foreign students often feel frustrated and lack of confidence in studying with
Taiwanese students.

Research Methodology

Since globalization in higher education has become an inevitable phenomenon, it is
urgent to cultivate our students’ speaking skills,and listening to English love songs was
the means used to attract their attention to topics they could easily discuss. Through a
series of discussions on images and connotations in them, they could understand what
love is and be sympathetic with other foreign students. If they can speak out and
express their own ideas in English, they can have a positive self-image in promoting
the images of Taiwan to their foreign classmates. With the help of social media, they
can communicate with their foreign friends in English and retell their own stories
about learning English in Taiwan. This research therefore aimed at combining the
learning and teaching methodology of EFL with the social interactions among
language participants.

Participants

In the research project, 81 freshman participants were informed to meet the
English requirement at Minghsin University of Science and Technology. They were
expected to apply for formal English proficiency tests designed by LTTC or other
companies, such as GEPT or TOEIC. They could also use the online language tests
provided by the school to practice their listening and reading comprehension skills.
The textbook they used was Speak Out: Pre-intermediate Level. It is the school policy
to give freshmen an English proficiency test for figuring out their English competence.
In total, there are 3 levels: intermediate, pre-intermediate and basic. Thus, the
textbooks for them are also sorted into three categories. According to my teaching
experience, students who are grouped in the Level B classes can achieve more than
those in the Level C classes. One of the reasons is that their flexibility level and
motivation for success are higher than that of students on the basic level.

Discussion

In the past 10 years, freshmen all had taken this entrance English proficiency
test. It was found that college students’ reading comprehension competence has
decreasedyear by year. One of the reasons is that most students lack time to read
English texts both at school and after school. Those who don’t major in English spend
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less time in studying English. They are not conscious about the importance of English
in their career development. They do need help for arousing their awareness about the
significances of studying English at school.

The diagram below explains how acquisition of accurate pronunciation can be
improved by combining all sorts of audio material, video material and even interactive
media to cultivate learners’ awareness of listening, and desire to speak out. The
listening input plays an important role in acquiring the skills for speaking out in public.

Acquisition of Accurate Pronunciation

Audio Material

Video
Material

Settings

of Images Listening Input

Interaction Media

Research Results

In a survey of 46 freshmen participants of the service industry departments about the
benefits of listening to music (See Appendix 1), most of them did think that listening to
music helped them lower their negative feelings, such as anxiety and depression. Some
of them also thought that listening to music could improve their memory, and others
agreed that it could help cancer patients ease their pain before having a surgery. Indeed
most of them showed that music could help the quality of sleep.

Also in a survey, 35 freshmen participants of the management industry departments
were recruited for understanding the teacher’s effectiveness in implementing love
songs in their English syllabus (See Appendix IlI). It was found that most students had
a positive attitude toward the research study. Most of them agreed on the following
items:



(2) 1 benefit from this course.

(10) The teaching material is clear.

(12) The ways of teaching can inspire learning interests.

(13) The teacher is well prepared for the course.

(14) The teacher inspires students to ask questions and discuss.
Educational Implications

In this project, it was found that individual listener factors did influence test
performance, such as memory, interest, background knowledge and motivation. Most
low achievers are afraid of listening to English for they predict they can’t understand
the vocabulary or even the meanings of short dialogues. Listening to English songs,
these research participants had more chances to listen to the words or phrases because
there were some repetitive sentences in each section of love songs.

Conclusion

To be used to the rhythm of each song was not difficult for them, so the
participants benefited from their teacher’s guidance of understanding the images
embodied inlove songs. The most important of all, they could see the actions of the
characters in the youtube.com. From the two surveys, they showed positive attitudes
toward implementing music in their English classes. The project suggests that it would
be good for more EFL teachers to collect materials like love songs embodied with
interesting imagery for the learners in their English classes to practice accurate
pronunciation.
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Appendices
Appendix A

Data Analysis of theBenefits of Music

BRERE
Bl
HEH BRE Hagy
&% Hoth & Holh EE Hokh
$a* 46 100.0% 0 .0% 46 100.0%
a. TOREABHARYINE 1 -
R4y licF= (Frequencies Table)
$a KE
R IEE
&S Hoott | BiEEES

The Benefits of Music® al 25 9.8% 54.3%

a2 14 5.5% 30.4%

a3 34 13.4% 73.9%

a4 32 12.6% 69.6%

as 12 4. 7% 26.1%

a6 14 5.5% 30.4%

a7 19 7. 5% 41.3%

a8 24 9.4% 52.2%

a9 27 10.6% 58.7%

al0 36 14.2% 78.3%

all 17 6.7% 37.0%
HagE 254 100. 0% 552.2%
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The Benefits of Music® al 25 9.8% 54.3%
a2 14 5.5% 30.4%

a3 34 13.4% 73.9%

ad 32 12.6% 69.6%

as 12 4.7% 26.1%

a6 14 5.5% 30.4%

a7l 19 T.5% 41.3%
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a9 27 10.6% 58.7%

alo 36 14.2% 78.3%

all 17 6.7% 37.0%

HEEL 254 100. 0% 552.2%

2. —onEEEREIINE 1 -

al:improves my memory

a2:1mproves my test scores

a3:reduces my anxiety
ad:relieves depression
a5:helps people eat less
ab:assists while driving
a’7:soothes pain

a&:helps cancer patients

a9:eases patients’ anxiety before surgery
alO:1mproves sleep quality
all:improves visual and verbal skills




The Benefits of Music
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Age*$a R XFERF

The benefits of Music

al a2 a3 a4 a5 a6 a7l a8 a9 | al0 | all | #&%
Age | 18 | {E% 21 12 29 27 11 12 17 20 23 32 15 40
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%
19 | %5 4 2 5 5 1 2 2 4 4 4 2 6
Age 1 | 66.7%|33.3%| 83.3% | 83.3% | 16.7%| 33.3% | 33.3%| 66.7% | 66.7% | 66.7%| 33.3%
HJ %
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B %
QBT | 8.7%| 4.3%]10.9%|10.9% | 2.2%| 4.3%| 4.3%| 8.7%| 8.7%| 8.7%| 4.3%| 13.0%
%
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%
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Yearsof LearningBEnglish*$a X XS

The benefits of Music
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LR % 2.2%| 2.2| 4.3%| 2.2%| .0%| 4.3| 2.2 6.5%| 4.3%| 4.3%| 2.2 6.5%
% % % %
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The benefits of Music

al a2 a3 ad a5 a6 a7l a8 a9 | al0 | all | %E#
Gende |femal |{E% 16 10 23 21 9 8 12 16 17 24 9 31
r e Gende 51.61 32.3| 74.2| 67.7| 29.0| 25.8| 38.7| 51.6| 54.8| 77.4] 29.0
r % % % % % % % % % % %
HY %
$a 64.0| 71.4] 67.6| 65.6| 75.0| 57.1| 63.2| 66.7| 63.0| 66.7| 52.9
7Y % % % % % % % % % % % %
A 34.8] 21.7| 50.0| 45.7| 19.6| 17.4| 26.1| 34.8| 37.0| 52.2| 19.6| 67.4%
1 % % % % % % % % % % % %
male | {E%L 9 4 11 11 3 6 7 8 10 12 8 15
Gende 60.0| 26.7| 73.3| 73.3] 20.0| 40.0| 46.7| 53.3| 66.7| 80.0| 53.3
r % % % % % % % % % % %
#Y %
$a 36.0] 28.6| 32.4| 34.4| 25.0| 42.9| 36.8| 33.3| 37.0| 33.3| 47.1
1 % % % % % % % % % % % %
L 19.6] 8.7%| 23.9| 23.9] 6.5%| 13.0| 15.2| 17.4| 21.7| 26.1| 17.4| 32.6%
1Y % % % % % % % % % %
P [EL e 25| 14| 34| 32] 12| 14| 19| 24| 27| 36, 17 46
A 54.31 30.4] 73.9| 69.6| 26.1| 30.4| 41.3] 52.2| 58.7| 78.3| 37.0| 100.0
1Y % % % % % % % % % % % % %

F 57 R SR EURARIR IE B 2R -
a. ZOERRHRSINE 1 -

14




Appendix B
Evaluation on Teaching

1. My ratio of class attendance in this course.

2. | benefit from this course.

3. The course inspires me further learning.

4. The hours of studying myself in this course.

5. The teacher is concerned about students’ learning.

6. The situation of communication between the teacher and students.
7. The attitude of the teacher’s teaching.

8. The extent of difficulty for the contents of teaching material.

9. The contents of teaching material are sufficient and various.

10. The teaching material is clear.

11. The contents of instruction cover the major topics of the course.
12. The ways of teaching can inspire learning interests.

13. The teacher is well prepared the course.

14. The teacher inspires students to ask questions and discuss.

15.The ability of the teacher’s expression.

16. The teacher instructs according to the syllabus.
17. The way of evaluating students’ learning.

18. | am satisfied with the course on the whole.

5: very satisfied 4: satisfied 3: so-so
2: not satisfied  1: not very satisfied
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In this project, it was found that individual listener factors did influence
test performance, such as memory, interest, background knowledge and
£ motivation. Most low achievers are afraid of listening to English for
?f they predict they can’t understand the vocabulary or even the meanings
N & of short dialogues. Listening to English songs, these research
b participants had more chances to listen to the words or phrases because
;Egz there were some repetitive sentences in each section of love songs.
o\
> PP EAF RAAAR LR R s E L (1%
7
g P 4m4 38 B Crane Book Company
‘}L This cooperation project will start at the end of 2016.
™
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Nowadays EFL language learners in Taiwan are lucky to be able to use
the Internet connections to develop their four skills and even acquire
situational knowledge by watching online videos. They can find out useful
links, such as Wikipedia, dictionary.com and even youtube.com to study
English. Thus, one of the important tasks in this research was to find some
interesting love songs and help them to find the visual images in the
website, youtube.com. Furthermore, they were expected to find some
interesting texts about romantic stories. This task-based project was helpful
for them to understand more about gender relationships and even make
plans for their career development. In the future, they can have an interview
with their family members or friends to figure out the multiple channels for
communication.

S ELEE

To be used to the rhythm of each song was not difficult for them, so the
participants benefited from their teacher’s guidance of understanding the
Images embodied in love songs. The most important of all, they could see
the actions of the characters in the youtube.com. From the two surveys, they
showed positive attitudes toward implementing music in their English
classes. The project suggests that it would be good for more EFL teachers to
collect materials like love songs embodied with interesting imagery for the
learners in their English classes to practice accurate pronunciation.

FEHP P HRE & 590 %

HvE R

This research results will be helpful for promoting globalization in higher
education.  If college students are willing to speak out, they can
communicate well with foreign students at school.
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This  course aims at
cultivating  students’ four
e~ AL
skills in English. Students are
f- ) encouraged to use on-line
English (1) 91
MeE- ¢ course programs designed to
improve their self-learning
strategies in English.
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In this project, it was found that individual listener factors did

influence test performance, such as memory, interest,

R background knowledge and motivation. Most low achievers are

afraid of listening to English for they predict they can’t

2_= % | understand the vocabulary or even the meanings of short

ﬂq dialogues. Listening to English songs, these research participants
had more chances to listen to the words or phrases because there

were some repetitive sentences in each section of love songs.
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This project, *Acquinng Accurate Prominciation by Singing English Love Songs.” aimed at encouraging
learners 1o practice their speaking skills both in and owr of their English class and helping them have positive self-
images toward themselves by implementing & theine-based curricular planning svllabus, According to Gardiner's
socio-educational model of second language acquisition, variables of success are associated with factors that are
social, biological and experiential. Besides studying differences of individual intelligence of the students,
researchers have investigated relationships between language aptituds, language attitudes and motivation.
Lessening learners” language anxiery and guiding them to vse right learning strategies are crucial for motivating
self-regulatory learners 1o go further in studying a foreign language, Theough singing Emglish love songs, they will
learn to pronounce English phrases correctly, dare to communicate with their partners i English, and develop their
self-image by translating their Taiwan experiences inte an English leaming experience.

— - B Rdst

The teaching methodology combines Gardner’s socio-educational model with goal-setting theory and self-
worth theory, The goals of the project are mainly to crganize interesting learning tasks o heighten the motivation
of English learners, reinforce the mechanism of self-learning avtonomy and improve the educational standards of
vocational education. Cultivating participants” speaking skills, facilitators first focus on their listening input by
using audic material, video material and interaction media to arouse their attention and having a senes of
disenssions on the semings of images in English love soings,

Acquisition of Accurate Pronunciation

Audio Material

Settings
of Images

Video

Listening Input Material

Interaction Media

Inn this vear's experimental study on General English education, participants were encouraged 10 join in a
reading club to read authentic love stortes and short stories with gender related themes. Gender equality and love
relationships among characters were discussed in detail. After the reading activities, thev spent four weeks in the
English Self-Learning Center to listen wo CDs for the texis related to Valenrines' Day and other festivals in
different couniries, It was found that innovation in EFL cuericulum design does deepen stedents” self-divected
strategies, reinforce their practice skills amd belp them gain confidence in their linguistic performance,

Keywords: theme-based approach, goal-sering theory, self-worth theory, socio-educarional medel,
seli-directed strategies.
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