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Applying the Cooperative Learning Approach
to Inspire Musical Creativity
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Abstract

The main purpose of this study was to examine the process of young children’s music
listening and creativity through cooperative learning approach and arts. The curriculum
integrates arts and adepts creative teaching into music listening. Collaborative action research
was conducted by two art teachers and one kindergarten administrator. Data including
reflection, students’ works, and semi-structure interview was collected. Through the
triangulate data collection, it enhances the reliability and validity. This study was carried out
in a class of one private kindergarten (12 children) in Hsin-Chu. There were 20 instructions
for an experimental duration of two and half months. The results showed that children listened
to the music more active through the cooperative learning approach and integrating arts class.
Moreover, the teaching style of integrating arts enhanced young children’s learning
motivation. In addition, it also enhanced children’s expression and group dynamics through
cooperative discussion. Finally, children gained much satisfaction from group creating

activities. The present study provides suggestions for art and early childhood education.

Keywords: cooperative learning, action research, arts, musical creativity, listening, music

education
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