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The Poetry on Object in Li Shang-Yin’s Poetry
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The poems of Li. Shang-Yin in late Tang Dynast represent Chinese poetry of the
“vague” and “concealed” kind at its extreme. Owing to opposing most orthodox
Confucians opinion that poetry was primarily a kind of moral instruction, the poet holds
the view that poetry was mainly an expression of personal emotion. He always
transmitted his lamentation and desperation, wistfulness and frailty by the object. His
poetry on object illustrated how rich, complex, and condensed Chinese poetry can be in
revealing, symbolism, and allusion.

In his poetry on object, he captured the moments of ethereal, fleeting beauty. The
object was no longer merely an object, but a symbol of the poet’s sentiment and deep
inside. He not only changed the canonical tradition but also alter people’s perception of
poetry on object. He created the unique style, which ingeniously combined lamentation
with luxuriant splendor

In order to comment his poetry on object, there are three parts in the project.

The first chapter is to make a definition of ”poetry on object”. Observing the
theoretical assumptions behind poetry on object, I’ll try to indicate the different
relations between poetry and object. It’ll be helpful to identify the subject.

The second chapter; | intend to discuss the estheticism of Li Shang-Yin and the
traditional effects including of the poet. It is related to the political and cultural social
circumstance of the poetry estheticism in the late Tang Dynasty and the individual
estheticism of Li Shang-Yin, which may give us a clear idea of the background of the
forming of the poetry on Object in Li Shang-Yin’s poetry

The third chapter is focused on the poetry on object in Li Shang-Yin’s poetry I’ll
try to analyze the symbol of the object and explain the reason why the poets choose the
object to express his life ~ sentiment and experience.

Through the project, | hope to identify the unique poetry of Li. Sang-Yin on object
and evidence its everlasting value in Chinese literature.
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